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A Dram for Drunhards. 
A 
FUNERAL SERMON) 
On the TexrBLe Dearh of 
FAMES BUCHANAN 
A N D 


ROBERT PORTER, 


Who killed themſelves by DRIN KING = 
WHISKEY. 


| PREACHED in the Chapel of Caftle-Derge, in the 
Pariſh of Urney, Sept. 30, 1759. 


By Wir ay. D. D. Rector of Une, 
N. K. 8. 


— 


Help! Help! Help! ! Ye wiſe Men. 
Shall the People continually periſh ? 
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Advertiſement. 


MMEDIATELY after paſſing the Law in 
the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, to reſtrain the 
diſtilling of ſpirituous Liquors, private Stills 
were ſet a going, in Bogs, Mountains, and 
very ſoon after, openly in Farms and Villages; 
the Exciſe Officers were perſecuted, and put in 
Danger of their Lives. A fiery Spirit was di- 
ſtilled in all Quarters, whereof the Populace 
_ drank fo eagerly, that ſcarce a Week pafled, in 
which ſome did not die ſuddenly. Seven killed 
themſelves in Londouderry by it. And at Caſtle- 
Derge, at the Funeral of Mr. Ny, Multitudes 
fat down to drink in the Field, at the Chapel 
Gate ; to ſuch Exceſs, that Heaps lay wallowing 
in their Drunkenneſs. Fourteen Perſons were 
given over for dead, and with Difficulty ſaved, 
by wrenching open their Jaws and pouring in 
Milk, and melted Butter. Two Men died on 
the Spot in moſt frightful Convulſions, each of 
them leaving a numerous F amily deſtitute. 


Qor of the Pariſh, 
ſhocked at ſuch 0 ef ruction, ſummoned 
all that Diſtrict together, and preached to them 
the following Sermon, which had a HI Effect 
on many. 


131 


IATA, 5 Chapter, I1--I4 Verſes. 


11. Moe unto them that riſe up early in the Morn- 
ing, that they may follow ſtrong Drink: That 


continue until Night, till Wine inflame them, 


14. Therefore Hell hath enlarged herſelf, and 


opened her Mouth without Meaſure : And their 


Glory, and their Multitude, and their Pop, 


and he that rejoiceth ſhall deſcend into it. 


HE Prophet, having in this Chapter re- 
preſented the Nation of Judah as a 


Vineyard, planted, defended, culti- 


vated and enriched by the particular Providence 
of God ; proceeds to reproach them for their 


Unfruitfulneſs under the Means of Grace, and 


their black Ingratitude for ſuch peculiar Fa- 


vour ; and then delivers them an awful Meſſage 


from God; „ That he would lay this Vineyard 
<« waſte, ſuffer i it to be trodden down, and ut- 
«© terly deſtroyed.” 
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That they might underſtand the particular 
crying Offences, which provoked their gracious 
Benefactor to denounce ſuch terrible Deſtruction 
againſt them, he ſpecifies particularly, their 
inſatiable Covetouſneſs: Their Intemperance : 
Their ſottith Inattention to Knowledge and In- 
ſtruction: Their inſolent Defiance to the divine 
Threatenings: Their perverting of Truth and 
Honeſty, and wicked Miſrepreſentations, calling 
Evil Good, Gocd Evil: Their incurable Self- 

conceit: Their Oppreſſion, and horrible Injuſtice, 
both in ſuffering wicked Men to eſcape Juſtice, 
and in bearing down Virtue and Innocence. 


Againſt every one of theſe Crimes, there is a 
particular Woe denounced, from God, by his 
holy Prophet in this Chapter. And inaſmuch as 
he bitter Root and Spring of all this Malignity, 
was the ſhocking Intemperance and Drunkenneſs 
to which that unhappy Nation had abandoned it- 
ſelf, which rendered them ſtupidly Deaf to all 
Admonitions ; the Prophet, to awaken theſe 
Drunkards, beſtows no leſs than two Woes on 
them, while he denounces one againſt each of 
the other Crimes. 


The 


(5) 


The Woe in the Text has been already read 
to you. Hearken to the other, in the 22d and 
24th Verſes. 


Moe unto them that are mighty to drink Mine, 
(by Wine is here meant any ſpirituous Liquor) 
and Men of Strength to mingle ſtrong Diink ! 


Therefore, as the Fire devoureth the Stubble, and 
the Flame conſumeth the Chaff, ſo their Root ſpall 
de as Rottenneſs, and their Bloſſom ſhall go up as 

Duſt. 


This Holy Scripture was written for our In— 
ſtruckion, and as nearly concerns vs as it did the 
Nation of Judah, to whom it was immediately 
ſpoken ; for Truth, Juſtice, and the Divine Pro- 
vidence, are the ſame in all Ages. It becomes 
therefore every one here preſent, to look into 
his, or her, own Heart; and ſeriouſly conſider, 

how far any of theſe Woes may reach them. 
And more eſpecially this double Woe denounced 
againſt Drunkennneſs and Intemperance : The 
Vice and Reproach of Ireland, in as high a De- 
gree, as it ever was of the Jews. 


A 3 That 


[6] 


That I may aſſiſt you in this Examination, 
and, at the ſame Time excite in you a juſt Ab- 


horrerice and Loathing againſt this worſt of 
beaſtly Vices, [ hall 


Firſt, lay before you a few of the ſevere Re- 
proofs, which the Word of God gives to all Per- 
ſons addicded to Drunkenneſs. 


| Secondly, J ſhall enquire into the Reaſons and 
Juſtice of theſe ſevere Reproofs. 


And laſtly, RF theſe Things home to our- 
elves. | 


All the Prophets under the Old Teſtament, 
with one Conſent, declaim againſt Drunkenneſs, 7 
as the moſt deteſtable of Vices. 


It was an Act of Intemperance which expoſed 
Mab to the Reproach of his own Family, tho! 
that moſt virtuous religious Man fell inadver- . 
tently into it, not having before known the 
Strength of the Juice of the Vine, when fer- 
mented. And it was the Occaſion of a moſt 
_ dreadful Curſe lighting on his Son Ham and his 
Poſterity. Gen. Sos 


It 


[9 1 


It was an Act of Drunkenneſs that led Lo! to 
commit the ſhocking Crime of Inceft with his 
own Daughters. Gen. 19 ch. 


Nabal, after his drunken Entertainment, was 
ſtruck Dead. And in the midſt of King Bal- 
 fſhazzar's drunken Feaſt, the Hand-writing from 
Heaven was ſent againſt him and his beſotted 
Company of Nobles. He was ſtruck with ſud- 
den Terror, his Knees ſmote againſt one ano- 
ther; and that very Night was he ſlain, and his 
Kingdom given to the Medes and Perſians, as 
the Erophgt Daniel foretold to him. 7 


Phe wiſe Solomon deſcribes a Drunkard in ſuch 

a natural and lively Manner, that one ſhould al- 
moſt think he had taken the Image from the 
Figure made by ſuch Wretches as we ſee daily 
ſtaggering in our Streets. 


Who bath Woe ? Who bath Sorrow 9 Woo bath 
Contentions ® Who hath Babling? Who hath 
Wounds without Cauſe © Who hath Redneſs of Eyes? 
They that tarry long at the Wine. They that go to 
ſeek mixed Wine. 


As5 Whereupon, 


81 


Whereupon, he offers this prudent Caution. 
Look not thou on the Wine, when it is red, when 
it giveth its Colour in the Cup, when it mo- 
weth itſelf arigbt; for the Conſequences of 
being allured by the Temptation are terrible. 
At the laſt it biteth like a Serpent, and ſtingeth like 
an Adder. It makes Men mad, and hurrieth 
them to Death. It alſo inflames them to Luſt 
and unclean Vices. Thine Eyes ſhall behold ſtrange 
Women. To lewd, ſeditious, and outrageous 


Diſcourſes. Thine Heart ſhall utter perverſe Things, 


It makes Men deadly Sick, both in Body and 
Mind, ftaggger, and rave, and tumble. Thou 
bali be as he that lieth down in the midſt of the Sea, 
as be that lieth on the Top of a Maſt. And what 
is worſt of all, Perſons abandoned to this Vice, 
become by Degrees incurable, notwithſtanding 


all the Miſeries it brings on them. They have 


fericken me, ſhalt thou ſay, and I was not Sick They 
have beaten me, and I felt it not? When ſhall J 
awake ? I will ſeck it yet again. No ſooner is the 


drunken Fit over, but the burning Thirſt re- 


turns, and the unhappy Wretch breaks thro' 


all his Vows, Purpoſes, and Reſolutions ; and 


ſnatches at the firſt Occaſion to make himſelf a 
Beaſt once more. Proverbs, 23 ch. 


Phyſicians 


91 


Phyſicians reckon, that there is not a more 
dreadful Diſtemper, than that Madneſs occaſion- 
ed by the Bite of a mad Dog, which is called 

HFHhydrophobeia, or the Dread of ſwallowing any 
Liquid, Yet the unhappy Drunkard con- j 
tinually feels, in the oppoſite Extreme, an horrible | 


Madneſs no leſs fatal, an unquenchable Thirſt, 

not indeed after Water or innocent Liquids, 

but after liquid Flames, after that livid Fire of 

i Hell which will conſume his Body ; and for ever 
Prey upon his Soul. 


The Prophet Raase, denouncing God's heavy 
Vengeance againſt Jeruſalem, makes Uſe of the 
Emblem of Drunkenneſs, as the moſt apt to fill 


the Mind of a rational Creature with ſhocking 
Ideas. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, Thou ſhalt drink of thy 
| Siſter's Cup deep and large; Thou fhalt be laughed 
| to Scorn and had in Deriſion. (The Fate of all 


Drunkards.) It containeth much, Thou fhalt le 
filled with Drunkenneſs, and Sorrow, with the Cup 
of Aſtoniſbment and Deſolation. Ezek. 23. ch. 32, 


Hoſea 


r > 


See e 
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For 


Hoſea declares that Whoredom, and Wine, and 
new Wine (or ſtrongly fermented Liquors) take 
away the Heart. 4 ch. 11 ver. It deprives a Man 
of all true Courage and Refolution ; and re- 
duces him by Degrees to the abject State of a 


Driveler. 


The Prophet Joe! ſounds a loud Alarum in the 


Ears of ſuch doſed beſotted Wretches. . 


wale / ye Drunkards, weep and howl ! ſpeaking 
to them as fo many Dogs ; for howling is the 


; Cry of Dogs. Joel ch. 1. v. 5. 


80 bateful is this Vice in the Eyes of God, 


that he cannot bear with the Encouragers and 
Promoters of it; tho' among us they have the 


Name of Good Fellows. Hear and tremble, ye 


Good Fellows, at the dreadfu] Curſe denounced 
againſt you by the Prophet Habbakkuk, from the 
Mouth of God. Hab. 2 ch. 15 ver. 


Woe unto bim that giveth his Neighbour Drink - 
That putteft thy Bottle to him, and makeſt him 


Drunken !/-——— Thou art filled with Shame. The Cup 


of the Lord's Right Hand ſhall be turned unto thee, 
and ſhameful ſpewing ſhall be on all thy Glory, That 


18, 


F 11 ] 


is, you may imagine this to be Hoſpitality, and 
glory in it; yet know, that it is as nauſeous in 
the Eyes of God, as the filthy Slaver, and Vomit 
of a Drunkard. In the 17th Verſe, he gives a 
good Reaſon for this Woe ; becauſe ſuch Per- 
ſons have Men's Blood to anſwer for, and all the 
Violences committed either in the Land, or the 
City, or among the Inhabitants, by thoſe Perſons 
whom they have inflamed by their Intemperance. 


If we look into the New Teſtament, we there 
plainly fee, That no Vice is more inconſiſtent 
than Drunkenneſs with our Chriſtian Profefiton, 
or more ſurely excludes Men from the Kingdom 
of Heaven. i. | 9 5 


Our Saviour, in many Places, gives this 
Charge to his Diſciples. Watch and be ſeber.“ 
He ſtrictly commands them, Take heed 10 your 
ſelves, left at any Time your Hearts be overcharged 
worth Surfeiting or Drunkenneſs, and ſo that Day 
come upon you unawares, Luke 21 ch. 34 verſe; 
plainly intimating to us, that Drunkenneſs is, 
of all Vices, moſt apt to hurry Men to Death 
and Judgment. And how ſevere and terrible the 
Judgment againſt the Drunkard will be, he in- 
=z forms 
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forms us, Luke 12 ch. 46, 4) verſes. 


1121 


That if 
bis Servant ſhall drink and be drunken, the Lord of 
that Servant fhall come in a Day when he Iooketh not 
for him, and at an Hour when he is not aware; and 
will cut him aſunder (He will ſeparate his Soul 
from his Body) and appoint him his Portion with 
the Unbelievers. Nay worſe, for he adds, that 


as be knew his Maſter's Will, and did it not, be 


ſhall be beaten with double Stripes. 


St. Paul, writing to the Citizens of Epheſus, 
who were under ſtrong Temptations to Intem- 


perance, from the Feſtival-debaucheries of that 
luxurious City, exhorts them, Be not drunk 


with Wine, wherein is Exceſs; but be filled with the 


Spirit, c. 5.v. 18. plainly intimating, that the 


Spirit of Intemperance, and the holy Spirit of 


God, are inconſiſtent: And inſtead of the roaring 


Songs of Drunkards, ſo grating to ſober modeſt 


Ears, he exhorts them to Pſalms, and Flymns, and 


ſpiritual Songs, ſinging and making Melody in your 
Hearts to the Lord. | 


* 


This ſame Apoſtle exhorts the Corinthians, not 


even lo eat with a Drunkard, who calls himſelf a 


Chriſtian, 1 Cor. 5 ch. 11 ver. And again, 


ch. 6. he enumerates Drunkards among that 
black 


[ 13] 
black Liſt of Sinners who ſhall not inherit the 


Kingdom of God. And left any ſhould think 


this a venial Sin, he charges them not to be de- 
ceived. For, as he rays, alſo, in another Place, 
upon Account of ſuch Sins, the Wrath of Ged 
cometh on the Children of Diſobedience, None ſuch 
can poſſibly be admitted into the new Feru/alem ; 
for we are plainly told, Rev. 22 ch. Thar all 


filthy Perſons, and Dogs are kept out. It would 
interrupt the Harmony of Heaven, and intro- 


duce a moſt jarring Diſcord, to have the grunt- 


ing of Swine, (of Perſons, who by drinking of 


this inchanting, envenomed, Cup of Drunkards 
had debaſed themſelves to Swine) mixed with the 
| Hallelujahs of Saints, and Angels. 


Thus ye ſee, my Brethren, the woeful Cata- 


ſtrophe and Fate of Drunkards, both in this 


World and the next, as it is plainly declared 
both in the Old and New Teſtament ; by the 


concurrent Declarations of the holy Prophets of 
Old, and of our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles. 


Now, judge ye yourſelves, what a miſerable. 
Exchange that Perſon makes, who, like Eſau, 


ſells his Birthright for a poor Meſs of Pottage : 
Who, for a Cup of Whiſkey, ſells his Right 
to the Tree of Life, and the Waters of Life 
which e from the Throne of Ged, and of the 

Lamb. 
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Lamb; and plunges himſelf, Soul, and Body, 
for ever into that Lake of Fire and Brimſtone; 
where there 1s not even one Drop of Water, to 
allay for a Moment his tormenting Thirſt. 


If any One enquires into the Reaſon, where- 


fore the Wrath of God is declared ſo ſeverely 
_ againſt Drunkards; it is intimated to us in 
| theſe Words of my Text, . Therefore Hell bath 


« enlarged herſelf, and opened her Mouth without 
« Meaſure. 


This Word Zell is in the Scriptures uſed in 
two Senſes, either for the Grave into which our 
Bodies after Death are depoſited ; or that Place 


of Torment, into which the Souls of wicked 
Men are thruſt. 


Now according to both theſe Senſes, by 


Drunkenneſs, Hell is enlarged, and its wide 


gaping Mouth is opened without Meaſure, 


It is a Vice which deſtroys both the Bodies 
and Souls of Multitudes. 


Drunkenneſs, 


[15] 


Drunkenneſs, above all other Vices, weakens, 
enervates, and deſtroys the human Body. It 
chills the natural vital Flame, and taints all the 
genuine original Fluids. It allo corroces and 
deſtroys all the Solids of the human Frame. 
This is moſt remarkably evident in SPIRI- 
TUOUS LIQUORS. . 
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All the principal Members and Organs of 
Life are thereby much affected, and, by De- 
grees, rendered entirely unit for the Functions of 
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Spirituous Liquors, are as a Cauſtic, which Il 
burn up the Stomach, and yet afford it no real | | 
Nourtſhment. God originally granted to the ld 
Fruits of the Earth, deſigned for Man's Uſe, | 
certain wholeſome genial Juices, which, uſed — 
with due Moderation, might fill our Hearts at li 
once with Food and Gladneſs. But, unhappy (| 
4 Men, not contented with this Bleſſing of Hea- 
ven, have invented a baneful Spirit : And by 
making the originally wholeſome Fruits of the | 
Earth, thus paſs thro' the Fire, (as the Idolaters [ 
of old made their innocent Children paſs thro“ 4 
| the Fire to that cruel God Moloch) they have | 
| perverted 
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[16] 
perverted the natural Uſe of God's Gifts, and 


turned them into Poiſon, to the juſt Deſtruction 


of the ungrateful Abuſers. 


It is an undoubted Matter of Fact, agreed on 


by all Philoſophers, Anatomiſts, and Phyſicians, 


That no Spirit, which has ſuffered the ſtrong 


Action of Fire, affords any real Nouriſhment to 


the Sromach : It operates only as a Cauſtic, which 
burns up and ſears the tender Coats of the Sto- 


mach, gives it a ſudden Spring by the Force of 
its Heat; but always when the Operation 1s 
over, leaves it colder and weaker than before. 


This is the Reaſon, why a Perſon accuſtomed to 


ſpirituous Iiquors, particularly to Drams, can- 
not bear to live without them; he daily wiſhes 
to encreaſe the Doſe, until the burning Coals 


which he daily ſwallows, burn out, (if I may ſo 
ſpeak) the Bottom of his Stomach, and totally 


deſtroy its digeſtive Powers. 


Spirituous Liquors burn up the Liver to 
Powder, diſable it from its Office of ſeparating 
the Gall from the Blood, and thereby occa- 
ſion moſt terrible ſcorbutic, and inflammatory 
Diſorders. | 


[19] 


They alſo burſt the lymphatic Veſſels, and 
bring on incurable Dropſies, inſomuch that 
moſt Drunkards, who are not carried to their 
Grave by ſome violent inflammatory Sickneſs, 
die miſerably of the black Jaundice, or e 


I might mention the terrible Obſtrietions o- 
caſioned by them, in the urinary Paſſages, and 
Bowels; and the racking Pains of Gout and 
Gravel which they often bring on. 
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Bur above all, the Miſckief done to the 
Brain, is moſt terrible to reflect on; its Powers 
are ſhaken, its Membranes inflamed, even to 
Madneſs ; inſomuch that Men, at other Times 
diſcreet and good, when drunk with Spirits 
become raging mad, and are like Bedlamites 
let looſe, to deſtroy themſelves and all before 
them. They create Horror and Confuſion, 
where-ever they come; they ſcatter Fire-brands, 
Arrows and Death, without knowing what they 
are doing; they violate all Laws, Human and 
Divine; they infer ſudden Deſtruction upon o- 
thers, and frequently upon themſelves; they 
_ hurry into all Kind of Dangers, which often prove 
fatal; or ſome tender Veſſel of the Brain, thro? 
the Violence of the Inflammation, burſts ſud- 
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denly, and they are hurried off in all their Sins, 
in the very Act of Drunkenneſs, to God's awful 
Judgment, without being able once to cry out, 
« Jeſus have Mercy on my Soul.” 


Oh woful End of a poor Sinner! Who can 
reflect on the violent Convulſions, the horrible 
and fiery Rollings of the Eyes; the ghaſtly 


Looks, and diſmal Corſes of the Men ye beheld 


dying in a drunken Fit, and not ſhudder with 
Horror! We have too many ſuch fatal Ex- 


_ amples among us. O! that they did teach us 
to hear and fear, and do no more ſo wickedly. 


The Ruin which Drunkenneſs brings on the 
Soul is far more terrible than all its fatal Ef- 
fects on the Body, The Drunkard's Judgment 
and Underſtanding is blunted, every Act of In- 


temperance impairs his thinking Powers; and 


by degrees he finks to be little better than a 


Fool or {deot. 


\ 


His Heart grows callous, and he is hardened 
againſt all the Senſations of Humanity; his 
Conſcience, by hot Spirits, becomes ſeared as 
if with an hot Iron, He is rendered incapable of 
all religions Impreſlions, and conſequently of ſe- 
rious Kepentance; ſo that he dies in his Sins. 
We may as well hope to awaken, by our ſuneral 

| Cries, 
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Cries, a dead Corpſe, as to penetrate, by Ad- 
monitions, the Heart of a Man abandoned to 
Drunkenneſs. It is almoſt to no Purpoſe for us 
to preach or propheſy over juch dead and diy Bones, 
when there is little Proſpect of the C117 of Life 
from God entering and re animating them. 


The poor Wretch too oiten fleeps on in this moſt 


terrible ſpiritual Doze, until it be too late; until 
he awakes in Hell, being in Torments, as happened 
to the rich Drunkard in the Goſpel. 


Here'let us take up a Lamentation for the poor 
Soul of a Man addicted to Drunkenneſs. A- 


„ las! alas! How art thou fallen from Heaven, 


uo Lucifer, San of the Morning! Thou Soul of 
4 Man, thou immortal Spirit, Spark of the di- 


vine Nature, Image of God, Companion of 
« Angels, to what an Abyſs haſt thou debaſed 
e thyſelf! how are all thy noble rational Powers 


ng 


darkened and confounded ! thy Glory turned 


& to Shame! how haſt thou deſtroyed thyſelf? 
% how art thou ſunk into Hell, and doom'd to be 
an ęternal Companion of thy cruel Formentors 
„the Devils!” Let me beſcech you to awaken 

this Day, this Hour, Awake, awake, O thou that 


ſleepeſt; it is not yet too late, Ariſe from the 


c dead, and Chriſt will give thee Liebi.“ 
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Let me now entreat you, my dearly beloved 
Fellow Chriſtians, as you regard the Honour of 
God, and your holy Religion, the Peace of So- 
ciety, the Health of your Bodies, or Salvation of 
your Souls; to ſet about an immediate and 


thorougb Reformation of this ſoreſt Evil which 
ever befell unhappy Man ! 


I, your poor Servant in Chriſt, as one who 
watches for your Souls, have, according to the 
Truſt laid on me, opened to you the Evil of this 
Vice. I have even gone farther, and ſo far as 
my ſmall Influence could reach, preſumed to 


perſwade our Legiſlators to think of ſome Method 


of Cure. Good Laws have been enacted, and 


perhaps more effectual may be yet thought on. 
But what avail Laws, while evil Cuſtoms corrupt 


good Manvers ? Theſe ſalutary Acts have been e- 
vaded, or openly defied; and inſtead of being 


reſtrained, an Inundation of evil Spirits have 
overwhelmed us; the Vials are poured out, Hell 
itlelf is broke lobſe, a more cauſtic and fiery 


Spirit than ever known has bcen diſtilled and 
poured down the Throats of the common Peo- 
ple, by which many have been ſuddenly deſiroyed, 


aud that without Remedy. But, why did I lay, 


« without Remedy?” J am fully perſwaded, 


that our excellent Legiſlature will provide one. 
1 
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It is not to be imagined, that any Legiſlature 


upon Earth can tamely bear to ſee a ſalutary 
Law, as ſoon as enacted, openly defied, inſult- 
ed, and trampled upon by Rioters and Drun- 
| kards; or can be fo devoid of Compaſſion, as 
to ſee thouſands periſhing every Year by this 
liquid Fire, and not endeavour to extinguiſh 
the conſuming Flame. 


In the mean time, it is in your Power, if ye 
have Chriſtian Compaſſion, either on yourſelves 
or others, in ſome Meaſure to remedy this 
Evil, by abſtaining yourſelves from the en- 
venomed Cup: And, where-ever you have In- 
fluence, diſſwading others from it. | 


In many Countries, Drunkenneſs is looked on 
as fo deteſtable and beaſtly a Vice, that a Man 
Who is ſeen drunk, is in a manner ou7/ewed, for 
he is avoided by all Men. Even the Turks, and 
other Mahometans, 


have, to prevent Drunken- 


neſs, made it a Part of their Religion to forbid 


the Uſe of vinous or {pirituous Liqours. 


The poor Indians who live adjoining to our 


Colonies in America, make it one Article in all 
their Treaties - with our Planters, ** that they 
„ ſhall not bring in ſpirituous Liquors among 


© them,” to deſtroy them: And now upon re- 
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newing their Peace with our Colonies, after 
the ſhocking Devaſtations they had made, they 


plainly and honeſtly told our Governors and A(- 


ſemblies, «that all the Miſchief of the War, 
& and the many Murders. and Scalpings, were 
„ owing to our People not keeping Faith with 
« them in this Article.“ | 


We call theſe People Barbarians ; but ſhould 
not we learn ſome Degree of Wiſdom from them? 
if not, let us learn from the very Beaſts them- 
ſelves; the Wile Man obſerves, that in vain is 
the Net laid in the Sight of any Bird, it flies 1 
when it knows the Conſequence, Even thole vile 
Vermin the Rats, when they apprehend the 
Danger by ſome of their Number being poiſoned, 


will not touch their bewitching Poiſon Rats-bone. 
Spirituous Lyguors ſeem as bewitching a Poiſon, 


they are Man-bane : Shall any in their Senſes ſwal- 
low it greedily, when they ſee ſo many periſh 


miſerably thereby? There is Death in the Pot, ſhall 


we eat of the Portage : ? ſhall we drink of theſe 


deadly Waters in our Mirth, in our Banquetings, 


and above all, O horrid! at our Funerals, when 
we fee Death, in all its Forms, before our Eyes! 


To correct this Hardneſs of Heart, and ſtrange 


Inſenſibility, Lo! God himſelf has, by a moſt 


remarkable Providence, interpoſed in this Place. 
When 


1234 


When J/rael of old, perverted the Gifts of God's 
Providence, and Jeſhurun waxed fat, and &icked 
wantonly againſt Heaven, God let looſe his 
Judgments among them, and, while the very 
Bread was in their Mouths, which they abuſed, 
he {truck them dead. Has not ſomething like 

this befallen you? while you were moſt indecently 
carouſing at the Church-gate, and drunkenly tri- 
umphing over that awful Mortality whichwe all 


are to ſuffer; many became beſotted, and deprive _ 
ed of all Reaſon; ſeveral others were reduced to 
ſuch a Condition, that their Lives were deſpair- 


ed of, and ſome were ſtruck dead in their Sins. 


Tf ſuch Examples will not make Men take 
Warning, all other Exhortations are in vain. Some 
of your ſelves may probably be the next Warn- 
ing pieces unto others. 


Abſtain, therefore, O Chriſtians, abſtain 
hereafter from the dangerous invenomed Cup. 


Touch not, taſte not, handle it not! Conſider your 


Profeſſion, as Chriſtians; I look on the vaſt Con- 
gregation here aſſembled to be ſuch; and there- 
fore ſhall conclude with St. Paul's earneſt Ex- 
hortation to the Theſſalonians. 


Ze, Brethren, are not in Darkneſs, that that 
Day Jpould verlage you as a Thief, Ye are all the 


Children 


.. 


r 
—— — 2 * 


r 
* —— * 
——— — 


Sous ” Se 
* 


2 
———— 


25 — — 


229 — 
— — ARC" 


rr 
5 24 


—__ — — ̃ — — . 


COON fi 3 aig 


2 


* 
Its 


. — — eos." ger es" 22 
o es WEAR = * 2 9 S - — — 48 
2 CEP, R rr 


r 

2 2 

S 
* AI 


"3. = — * A 5 22M 4 ” * 
— — FE 1 2 —— pr - — 3 2 - — 
en 2 8 r — r 7 2 . - - 4 E: mm 2 — 2 1 
2 * 2 IS - _- —_ > — e 5 - = hat = > 2 — — Y — — — D 
7 2 8 — = 222 <<z . = + <> A7 


[ 24 ] 


Children of the Light and of the Day. We are not 
of the Night, nor of Darkneſs, (that is, we 
are not ignorant Heathens, but Chriſtians)— 
Therefore, let us not. ſteep, as do others: But let us 
watch and be ſober, —I'or they, that ſleep, ſleep in 
ihe Night, and they that be drunken, are drunken 
in the Night.—But let us, who are of the Day, be 
ſober. 


I pray God, that this may be our future Con- 


duct, until the Day of immortal Glory ſhall 


dawn upon us all, thro' Jeſus Chriſt, our Light, 
and our Life, Amen. 
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